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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-574
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Gaffney
Date of Introduction: August 23, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: NCIS, F
Date of Analysis: August 26, 2016
Type of Action: Finding of public purpose; authorization for public hearing
Bill Summary: The bill makes a finding that the proposed facility improvements to the Greater Jacksonville Agricultural Fair’s facilities at 510 Fairgrounds Place near the Veterans Memorial Arena and Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville will serve a public purpose as required by Section 288.1175, Florida Statutes, to be eligible for state funding for agricultural education and promotion facilities. The bill also provides for a public hearing prior to adoption of the ordinance.
Background Information: The Greater Jacksonville Agricultural Fair Association plans to spend approximately $900,000 to renovate the roofs and restrooms of the livestock arena and horticulture exhibit buildings. The Association plans to seek state funding through a Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services grant program that funds agriculture and promotion facilities if they are owned by a local government or by a “fair association” as defined in 616.001(11), Florida Statutes. Requirements to be eligible for grant consideration include: 1) projections by the applicant that the facility will attract more than 25,000 people per year; 2) a demonstration by the applicant that it is capable of providing more than 40% of the costs of the project, and 3) certification by the local government of the jurisdiction in which the facility is located that the facility serves a public purpose. Among the factors used by the state in ranking and funding the grants are the amount of attendance and economic impact the facility generates in its community, the location of the facility within a designated brownfield area, the facility’s history in promoting agriculture and educating the public about agriculture, and the amount of local match being offered to the state grant. The fair attracted over 382,000 visitors to its 2014 edition, is located within a designated brownfield, and reports an annual estimate economic impact to the community of $10 million per year.
Policy Impact Area: Fairgrounds improvements
Fiscal Impact: The Fair Association requests no City funding; approval of the resolution is necessary to qualify the Association to apply for state funding allocated for agricultural education and promotion facilities.
Analyst: Clements
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